
2019 Dance-Along Nutcracker®

Sponsorship and Advertising Opportunities

Sponsor Now
DANsponsor@sflgfb.org



“What makes the Band special is it’s a 
community band with an extraordinary 
extra-musical mission.”

— Frontiers Magazine

“One of the City’s most 
delightfully idiosyncratic 
events.”

— Wall Street Journal

“Inspired foolishness, tomfoolery 
on a grand and witty scale!”

— San Francisco Chronicle



Formed in 1978, the San Francisco Lesbian/Gay 
Freedom Band (SFLGFB) was the first openly 
gay musical organization in the world, inspiring 
the formation of LGBTQ bands, choruses, 
and performing arts groups around the globe. 

The SFLGFB is open to performers of all sexual 
orientations, gender identities, and musical ability. 
Founded by Jon Sims at the height of Anita Bryant’s 
anti-gay crusade, the band has made music to build 
understanding among communities for nearly four 
decades.

The SFLGFB performs at dozens of cultural and civic 
events each year, ranging from four presidential 
inaugurations to middle school pride days. Parades 
include many Pride events, the Chinese New Year 
Parade, and the Veterans’ Day Parade.

In December 2018, San Francisco Mayor London 
Breed signed into law an ordinance declaring the San 
Francisco Lesbian/Gay Freedom Band the ‘Official 
Band of the City and County of San Francisco’ 
which coincided with the end of the Band’s 40th 
Anniversary year.
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Jon Reed Sims 
Founder, SFLGFB

The San Francisco Lesbian/
Gay Freedom Band provides 

for the education and musical 
development of its members, 
promotes visibility of lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender 

communities, and, with it’s 
allies, fosters understanding 
among diverse communities 
through public performance.

Our Mission



Dance-Along Nutcracker®

“Oh my God – it’s the best thing 
in the world! It’s the best holiday 
event there is!”

— Dance-Along Nutcracker® Attendee 
Since 1998

The Dance-Along Nutcracker® exemplifies the San 
Francisco Lesbian/Gay Freedom Band’s 40-plus-
year mission – to build bridges between communities 
through musical performance. This beloved holiday 
event brings together families, couples, and singles 
to celebrate music, dance and revel in the joy of 
Tchaikovsky’s classic Nutcracker Suite.

One of San Francisco’s most celebrated, 
off-beat holiday events, this zany 
production is a fun-filled, audience-
participation concert for families and 
adults. Unlike traditional performances of 
Tchaikovsky’s classic, the Dance-Along 
Nutcracker® provides the opportunity for 
self expression, creativity, and a playground 
for everyone to unleash their inner child.  
 

As the SFLGFB plays Nutcracker favorites, the “Dance-
Along” sign flashes, signaling to audiences to pirouette 
and sashay to their hearts content! In between Dance-
Along numbers, a talented cast performs a fun musical 
parody with a different theme each year.

What started in 1985 as a fundraiser 
targeting the LGBTQ community, the 
Dance-Along Nutcracker® has evolved into 
a signature holiday event for couples and 
families of all types, where no barriers exist 
— be it age, ethnicity, sexual orientation, 
gender identity, or even talent!
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“I’m gonna tell my friends that I 
went to the Nutcracker and it’s 
not embarrassing at all to wear a 
tutu as a boy!”

— Dance-Along Nutcracker® Attendee 
7-years old



2019 Dance-Along Nutcracker®

The 2019 Dance-Along Nutcracker® Nutcrackers 
in Space takes the popular worlds of Star Wars 
and Star Trek and puts a uniquely Nutcracker 
and San Francisco spin on the beloved stories.

One of the priorities the San Francisco Lesbian/
Gay Freedom Band has when creating a new 
Dance-Along show is to feature stories and 
characters that live up to the Band’s mission 
statement of diversity and inclusion.

Along with the fun new story, this year’s cast 
will perform updated versions of musical and 
pop favorites, including songs from Wicked, Les 
Misérables, and The Greatest Showman. And of 
course the staple of our show, the opportunity 
for the audience to dance along to Tchaikovsky’s 
Nutcracker Suite, returns for the 34th year! It will 
be a show not to miss!
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Dance-Along Facts

Saturday, December 7th
3pm & 7pm

Sunday, December 8th
11am & 3pm

Yerba Buena Center for the Arts

2019 Shows

“Beautifully unexpected 
and witty!”

— Dance-Along Nutcracker®  
Attendee        

•  The Dance-Along has been an 
SFLGFB holiday tradition since 
its inception in 1985

•  2018 saw a record 1300 
attendees at four packed shows

•  The 2018 show earned a near 
record score with audiences, 
with the highest  ever intent to 
return in 2019



Media Outreach 
As a result of comprehensive media outreach efforts, 
the Dance-Along Nutcracker® has received widespread 
media coverage from both local and national outlets:
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Why Sponsor?
Partnering with the San Francisco Lesbian/Gay 
Freedom Band by sponsoring the Dance-Along 
Nutcracker® offers an extraordinary opportunity 
to put your company or brand center stage! The 
menu of marketing options can be customized to 
meet your objectives and are available in many 
budget ranges.
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The Dance-Along Nutcracker® audience features 
a unique cross-section of San Francisco and the 
greater Bay Area population. The Dance-Along 
audience is typically more educated and is upper- 
to high-income.

Below are some key Dance-Along Nutcracker® 
audience demographics:

• Predominantly attended by families with younger 
children and their parents

• 50% of adults identify as non-heterosexual or  
non-cisgendered

• Over 90% of the audience is from the Bay Area, 
with 56% from San Francisco

• 62% of the audience has a household income of 
over $90,000

• 87% of the audience has completed some form 
of higher education, with 39% holding a post-
graduate degree

Dance-Along Audience

“Thank you for an amazing 
afternoon and a new family 
tradition”

— Dance-Along Nutcracker®  
Attendee        

Supporting the Arts
In the independent study 
“Sponsorship of the Arts” by 
Performance Research, they 
found:

• 56% said they would 
“almost always” or 
“frequently” support 
a company sponsoring 
arts or cultural events

• 48% with an interest 
in art and culture 
hold a higher trust 
in companies that 
sponsor art events.



Sponsorship Packages
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Sponsor Benefits
Platinum
$5,000

Gold
$2,500

Silver 
$1,250

Individual 
Patron 
$500+

Name/Logo on printed collateral (includes poster, 
postcards, handbills, flyers) ✓ ✓ ✓

Name/Logo in print and media advertising ✓ ✓
Name/Logo in social media video advertising ✓ ✓
Sponsored post on SFLGFB Facebook page ✓
Name/Logo on Dance-Along Nutcracker® website with 
link to business ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Paragraph on Dance-Along Nutcracker® website ✓ ✓
Name/Logo in Dance-Along Nutcracker® email blasts ✓ ✓ ✓
Paragraph in Dance-Along Nutcracker® email blast ✓
Name/Logo on Dance-Along Nutcracker® event program 
cover ✓
Name/Logo inside Dance-Along Nutcracker® event 
program ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Print Ad inside Dance-Along Nutcracker® event program Full page Full page Half page

On-stage mention during Dance-Along Nutcracker® ✓ ✓
Banner in lobby of Dance-Along Nutcracker® 
performances (pop-up only) ✓ ✓
Premium seating tickets to Dance-Along Nutcracker® 
performance of your choice

10 tickets 6 tickets 4 tickets 2 tickets

Complimentary tutu rental & accessories (1 each per 
attendee) ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

The below options can be customized to fit your specific goals 
and  objectives. Partnerships with local leaders help SFLGFB 
build bridges and enable you to be part of a vibrant movement! 

To Learn More About Becoming a Sponsor
Email - DANsponsor@sflgfb.org

Phone - (415) 255-1355



Ad Location Ad Specs Rate

Cover - Outside Back (full bleed)*
5.75” W x 8.75” H 
trim to 5.5” W x 8.5” H**

$450

Cover - Inside Front (trim)* 5” W x 8” H $350

Cover - Inside Back (trim)* 5” W x 8” H $350

Full Page - Inside (trim) 5” W x 8” H $250

1/2 Page - Vertical 2.375” W x 8” H $175

1/2 Page - Horizontal 5” W x 3.875” H $175

1/4 Page - Vertical 2.375” W x 3.875” H $125

1/4 Page - Horizontal 5” W x 1.875” H $125

Program Advertising
Advertising in the Dance-Along Nutcracker® event program 
is a fantastic way to reach our audience. Full-color programs  
are provided to all attendees at the doors.
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• Digital artwork only, sent via email to graphics@sflgfb.org

• Accepted file formats: PDF, PNG, JPEG

• Ad images must be CMYK, resolution 300 dpi at 100% size

• All fonts must be embedded or outlined

• Type must be place no closer than .25” from the cut line  
(the edge of the page)

• Ad artwork requiring design services by SFLGFB will be 
charged a $75/hour fee with a two hour minimum.

Artwork Requirements

Key Deadlines
Space Reservation 

11/14/19
Print-ready artwork 

11/21/19

Advertising Rates and Specs

* Only one available
** All text should be .125” from trim edge

1/2 Page - Horizontal

1/2 Page - Vertical

1/4 Page - Horizontal

1/4 Page - Vertical

To Place an Advertising Order
Email - ProgramAds@sflgfb.org

Phone - (415) 255-1355



Email Advertising
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Two days before the Dance-Along Nutcracker®, attendees 
will receive an email containing information about the show, 
transit directions, and other details about what to expect 
the day of the performance.

In 2018, this email featured a 75.8% open rate.

As a new opportunity this year, local businesses are invited 
to advertise in this email. This is a fantastic opportunity for 
restaurants, stores, and other destinations to encourage 
Dance-Along attendees to extend their visit to the Yerba 
Buena Gardens area by patronizing your establishment.

We are providing two different pricing options:

Ad Description Ad Specs Rate
Text with logo 30 words, 250 x 250 pixel logo $75

Text only 20 words $45

Email advertising orders are due 12/1/19.

To Become a Sponsor or Advertise with the Dance-Along Nutcracker
Email - DANsponsor@sflgfb.org               Phone - (415) 255-1355


